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Decorative gardening is one of the priorities of economic development of the 

Crimea. Decorative plants are widely used in landscaping populated areas while 

creating arboretums and botanical gardens [1]. They are an essential element of resort 

and recreational facilities of the Crimean peninsula. In Crimea, as in many other 

regions of Ukraine in the last decade has been a significant increase in demand for 

decorative plants, which is associated with significant changes in the field of 

architectural and planning work on the design and landscaping of new housing 

construction [2,3 ]. Today developers together with experts Landscape Architecture 

aim to maximize the characteristics of individual areas, specific areas of arts in 

creating attractive, environmentally sustainable and technologically most appropriate 
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green space in terms of maintaining their aesthetic characteristics, vitality and 

longevity. 

The aim of the research is to study and analyze the current state of the most 

important problems of producing propagating material of decorative plants in Crimea. 

 

Materials and methods research 

 

In conducting research evaluated the current state of development of decorative 

gardening in the Crimea and other regions of Ukraine. We studied an assortment of 

quality products and domestic and foreign nurseries. Analyzed the features of 

production technology in decorative nurseries. Conducted a comparative assessment 

of the cost of production of decorative nurseries Ukrainian and foreign producers and 

the cost of its production. Analyzed published data and information web sites in the 

direction of research [5-8]. 

 

The research results 

 

The results of market research, unfortunately, show that the majority of 

decorative plants that are planted in the Crimea and in Ukraine in general, are 

imported from abroad. Today in Ukraine in the market segment of production of 

decorative gardening carry out their activities a number of importing companies. The 

leaders are Kiev “Ukraflora”, “Edelweiss”, “Camellia”, “Europe-Continent” 

Dnipropetrovsk “Siyeko”, Donetsk “Gloria”, “Your Garden”, “Green Group”. They 

account for about 70% of imports. About 25% of the total deliveries of decorative 

plants make smaller and regional companies, the remaining 5% – firms that develop a 

landscape design “custom” . A large importers buying goods in the Netherlands , and 

smaller - in Poland. Large-sized seedlings in large quantities are imported from 

Germany. 

The main reason for this situation – the competitive advantage of imported 

plant material. Among the most important competitive advantages of foreign plant 



material are the following: a large variety of range, high decorative properties, 

standardized packaging, including a closed root system and relatively low price, even 

taking into account the shipping costs (Fig. 1). Of course, all this depends not only on 

the advanced technology used in the cultivation of decorative plants, but the 

experience and the duration of activity of individual producers in the segment market 

of decorative gardening. 
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Fig. 1. The average cost of propagating material of decorative plants with open root 

systems in some European countries 

 

Unfortunately, in the Crimea, where climatic conditions are favorable enough 

for a whole crop of such highly profitable business as decorative gardening growing 

weak, including the private sector. Ukrainian tax code does not provide the right 

planting material producers pay a single agricultural tax [4]. The legislation does not 

take into account the risks in the production of decorative plant material is much 

higher than in growing crops, not included as specific industry – namely, the duration 

of the process, when the average cycle time of production of decorative plants in 

nurseries is 3-5 years. 
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Fig. 2. The average salary for the shift in the nurseries of decorative plants in several 

European countries 

 

One of the most pressing problems of decorative gardening in the Crimea, as in 

other regions of Ukraine, is the shortage of skilled professionals and workers. The 

main problem of this situation is related to low wages in the industry. Average wage 

in Landscape Architecture in Ukraine is 20 times lower than in the Netherlands, 

Germany and 4 times lower than in Poland (Fig. 2). 

In Western countries, nursery products decorative gardening is characterized 

by high profitability. For example, in Poland the production of decorative nurseries in 

crop value of all goods is 5.6%, while its production uses only 0.03% of arable land 

in the country. Intensive development of decorative gardening in Poland contributes 

to the tax relief at the nursery area not more than 300 hectares and turnover € 800 

thousand, the overall level of tax on average € 10 per year per 1 ha of land.  

However, experience in the use of imported planting material in the Crimea 

shows that all the competitive advantages that ensure commercial viability, lose their 

value due to the poor adaptability and high sensitivity of the imported plants to 



various kinds of diseases. Despite the relatively high survival rate, much of the 

imported plant dies within the first decade after planting. Of course, in many cases 

one of the reasons for this situation is the lack of necessary technological level to 

ensure the growth and development of decorative plants. But the main reason, in our 

opinion, is the inconsistency bioecological characteristics of imported plants to local 

conditions of growth. 

To promote the market made in the Crimea and other regions of Ukraine 

decorative gardening products and to increase its volume of realization it's necessary 

actively expand advertising to develop a culture of consumption and sale. Large 

domestic producers appropriate to organize a network of specialized stores and 

expand the provision of additional services, such as after-sales service, when experts 

of Landscape Architecture hold consultations, visit customer sites to care for as 

acquired plants perform the necessary work to ensure optimal conditions of growth 

gardening plants. 

 

 

 

Conclusions 

 

The main direction of improving the efficiency of decorative gardening in the 

Crimea and other regions of Ukraine is the empowerment of the production and use 

of native plant material adapted to local conditions of growth, providing a higher 

level of vitality and less susceptible to disease and pests. It is necessary to pay more 

attention to expanding the range of decorative plants, improving quality and reducing 

costs, improving product sales of decorative gardening, providing the required level 

of support during the process of planting and the subsequent growth of decorative 

plants. 

A list of these problems demonstrates the need for a fundamental revision of 

approaches in the field of domestic decorative gardening.  



In Crimea for the development of decorative gardening are all necessary 

conditions and especially strong scientific base, that can provide the implementation 

of urgent problems increase the competitiveness of domestic planting material of 

decorative nurseries. 
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